
 

 

GCHD COVID-19 Response Guidance 2022-2023 

At this time, the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) and the CDC recommend the 

management of COVID-19 transition from a pandemic emergency response model toward a more standard 

approach used in the management and control of other respiratory viral diseases, such as influenza. Seasonal 

variations in COVID-19, as well as the appearance of more virulent or contagious variants may cause modification in 

this approach. 

Currently, in the preK-12 school setting, schools should focus on basic illness prevention, detection, and responding 

to in-school clusters of cases, ongoing transmission in the school, and outbreaks. 

Important strategies for COVID-19 and other illness prevention should include: 

 Recommending COVID-19 vaccination, including proper booster doses when appropriate, to all eligible 

students and staff. 

 Recommending seasonal influenza vaccination and other routine vaccinations.  

o Free school-based curricula are available for all grade levels to educate about the immune system 

and how it works, diseases and their causes, and vaccines and the science behind them. Go to 

https://vaccinemakers.org/lessons.  

 Supporting students, staff, and families who choose to continue to wear a mask even if not needed. 

 Following isolation guidance for students and staff diagnosed with or showing symptoms of COVID-19 or 

other illnesses. 

 Promoting transmission prevention strategies following a case or exposure to a case of COVID-19, including 

masking, testing, symptom monitoring, and, potentially quarantine. 

 Cases of COVID-19 must be reported to GCHD as required by the public health code. 

 Monitoring for potential signs of clusters or in-school transmission. If you are concerned about a cluster or 

outbreak, consult with GCHD. 

 Monitor COVID-19 conditions in your area using the following webpages: 

o CDC: COVID-19 Integrated County View 

 NOTE: at a CDC HIGH COVID-19 Community Level, indoor masking is recommended.  

o MDHHS: Coronavirus Webpage  

o MDHHS: K-12 Aged ISD Reporting 

o MI Safe Start Map  

 

 

 

https://vaccinemakers.org/lessons
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view?list_select_state=all_states&data-type=CommunityLevels
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus#map
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/stats/k-to-12-aged-isd-reporting
https://www.mistartmap.info/cdc-community-levels-indicators


What is required of schools in regards to COVID-19? 

 Positive COVID-19 cases (confirmed or probable), must be excluded from school based on the Michigan Public Health Code: 333.5201 and 

the Michigan Administrative Code (p. 2-3). 

 Notify GCHD of COVID-19 cases per the Michigan Public Health Code. 

 Standard school infectious disease policies mandate requiring students and staff to stay home when sick. 

 

 

 

Does individual 
have ANY of the 

following 
symptoms? 

(change from baseline  
health or chronic illness) 

 

Temperature 100.4+ or 
signs of fever 

(chills/sweating); sore 
throat; new onset of 

cough; diarrhea, 
vomiting, or abdominal 

pain; new onset of 
headache; loss of taste 
or smell; congestion or 
runny nose; shortness 
of breath or difficulty 

breathing; fatigue; 
muscle or body aches 

Yes 

No 
Have they been a 

household contact 
in the last 10 

days? 

Have they been a 
household contact 
in the last 10 days? 

No 

Individual can go to school. 

Yes 
Test on day 5 after exposure and 

wear a mask for 10 days when 
around others.  

No 

Individual needs a home or health 
care provider-administered test. 

Individual must remain home pending results. 
If negative, wear a mask around others for 10 

days, or until symptoms resolve.  

 Individual needs a home or 
health care provider-administered 

test. 
Individual must remain home pending 

results. If negative, wear a mask around 
others for 10 days. 

 

Individual is 
now a case. 

They must isolate. 
+ 

+ 

Individual should not come to school until they have not 
had a fever, diarrhea, or vomiting for 24 hours. They may 

want to consult with a healthcare provider to rule out 
other illnesses. 

- 

- 

Yes 

Individual Illness Decision Making Recommendations 

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(pzkmloykr554pszqjkbbcvni))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-368-1978-5-52
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(pzkmloykr554pszqjkbbcvni))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-368-1978-5-52
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(pzkmloykr554pszqjkbbcvni))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-368-1978-5-52
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdhhs/1472_2014-073CH_AdminCode_1_676105_7.pdf
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(hvpqc1pktwgfw32iqjjyk55k))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=mcl-act-368-of-1978
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(hvpqc1pktwgfw32iqjjyk55k))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=mcl-act-368-of-1978



