Powers Academic Student Support Program

Powers Academic Student Support Program (PASS) is an integrated effort on the part of administrators, counselors, teachers and parents to help students who have learning difficulties. Working as a team, the Powers staff, with the input of the parent and student, will attempt to develop strategies and accommodations to help the student become a successful learner.

Powers Catholic does not offer a Special Education Program.  If your student has an Individual Educational Plans (IEP)/Nonpublic Services Plan, or a 504 Plan, we will do our best to fulfill those accommodations.  Powers Catholic is proud to employ supportive administrators, counselors, and teachers, who are willing to work with special needs students in a reasonable, but sometimes limited capacity, in order to support the individual's academic efforts.

The main emphasis of the Student Support Program focuses on positive self-image and self-confidence.  At the beginning of the year, school personnel, working with the parent and the student, will develop a learning plan that may include accommodations and achievable goals.  The plan will be reviewed yearly and modified when necessary.  The student, working collaboratively with the support of the school and parents, will be expected to accept responsibility for his or her academic achievement. 
Major Objectives

1. To promote the student's positive self-image as a student and as a member of the Powers    Catholic community.

2. To develop the use of sound study skills.

3. To increase the student's reading skills in the area of vocabulary and comprehension.

4. To practice and improve effective communication skills in reading, writing, and public speaking.

5. To help the student master scientific objectives.

6. To help the student master mathematical objectives.
7. To develop the use of sound time management and organization.  
8. To ensure the student has the skills to be successful in post-secondary endeavors.  
Procedures

1. How are students identified for the Student Support program?
Students are considered for the Student Support program on the basis of one or more of the following:  low standardized test scores on the Aspire Achievement tests, or similar assessments;  low grades; recommendations by eighth grade teachers or parents; or placement in Algebra 1.1, English 9 I or World Geography; diagnosed disability that effects the student’s learning.

2. How do the parents become involved in their student’s education?

The counselor provides a welcome packet to the student and parents, including a Parent Meeting Form to complete and return to the counselor.   An educational planning meeting is then scheduled during the first few weeks of school, to include the counselor, Study Skills teacher, student and  parents. This meeting is intended to focus on: 
1. The student’s learning style.

2. The student's strengths.
3. Plan to support the student’s learning, which may include accommodations.  
4. Getting your student off to a successful start in high school.  
3. How do the teachers become more involved in helping these students be successful?

The Student Support teachers on each grade level meet monthly to share strategies that have been successful with individual students.  The team also identifies any problems which have arisen, and to share any professional workshops or materials which might be of help to their students. 

4. Do the students in the Student Support Program need to be tested or provide documentation?

In some cases the student will need documentation in order to have access to special services, such as untimed standardized tests like the ACT and SAT tests, or college support programs.  The counselor may assist in arranging testing by a school or private psychologist. Sometimes the counselor may write a "504 plan" which enables students with a learning impediment to qualify for special services.

Possible accommodations may include:

1. A plan for the use of the daily planner to help with student organization and goal setting.

2. A plan to use the Powers Catholic High resources for specific help and tutoring. A specialized Study Skills class, teacher and/or peer tutors, as well as computerized programs, may be available for student use.

3. Extended testing time or the provision of a reader/audio for students with documented individual needs.
4. Preferential seating for students with documented individual needs. 

5. Class notes provided for students with documented individual needs.  
